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   [On Monday evening, a meeting was held

in Salem Chapel, to enforce the claims of

the Colonial Missionary Society upon the

Christian public.  At this meeting, Mr. W.

E. Glyde presided, opening its proceedings

with a short address.  After singing and

prayer, the Rev. S. R. Ward delivered an

address, of which the following were the

principal features.]  The rev. gentleman,

alluding to the Colonial Missionary Society,

said that he came to speak of it chiefly as to

its workings in Canada, not because he as-

sumed that that country was the principal

scene of its labors, but because it was the

scene with which he was best acquainted.

The population of Canada would be about

one million; half of these would be native-

born Canadians, the other half would con-

sist of a mixed population, the greater por-

tion of which would be from the United

Kingdom.  There were also included in the

above numbers, fifty thousand Indians and

forty thousand Negroes.  Now it was

amongstthe kith and kin of the people

of the British Islands that the Mission-

ary Society, whose interests he was advo-

cating, sought to spread the truth of the

gospel, the gospel with its relief for the

moral woes of our natute; the gospel

whose free development in England, had

formed the basis of this country’s greatness.

The rev. speaker then, in a humorous

manner, went on to say that the people of

Yorkshire had the reputation of being a
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shrewd calculating people, with plenty of

shillings amongst them, but with a great ob-

jection to spending them, except when they

knew they were spending them in a proper

manner; and, therefore, when he came

amongst them to obtain money from them,

he deemed it necessary to show them that

there was both need and reason for their

gifts.  In October, 1851, for reasons which

he needed not to explain, he had found

himself under the necessity of leaving the

United States, and going to Canada.  After

that, as agent for the Anti-Slavery Asso-

ciation, he had travelled over the whole of

Upper Canada, visited all the congregational

churches there, with the exception of four;

seen all their ministers, and found them all

to be friends of the poor slave.  But this

was apart from the question; and turning

to it he said, that these visits had furnished

him with abundant proof, that the congre-

gational churches of Upper Canada were

worthy of every sympathy, prayerful and

pecuniary, of English Christians   In the first

place, because they were our own kith and

kin.  Then they had to contend with many

difficulties.  In Canada, before a meeting

like the one before him could be brought

together, they who composed it would have

to walk or ride some four or five miles over

roads, according to the rev. gentleman’s

description, were almost as bad as no roads.

Yet these people had many of them come
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from England, and when here, they had

every convenience for public worship close

at hand, and of course the wants they were

subject to were much felt.  He himself

could speak of this, for he had grown up in

New York, and the change had been griev-

ous to him.  Then the way in which con-

gregational churches were formed.  Some

few men holding the principles of Independ-

ency, lived some 5 or 6 miles from each

other.

For a long time they lived without any re-

ligious communication or fellowship.  By

and bye each learned his neighbor’s profes-

sion, then they met; talked with each

other; organized a little church, which

soon would number some twenty-five mem-

bers.  Now, they would obtain an occasional

preacher to visit them, but mostly they had

to learn by Sunday school teaching to teach

themselves, for they were too poor to main-

tain a minister; indeed nearly all the Cana-

dian Independent Churches were too poor

for this, for out of sixty there were but six

who could do it.  It was true that their

church at Toronto maintained its own min-

ister, and gave £100 a year to the missions.

It was true that even the poorest church

amongst them was trained in habits of

liberality towards missions, and that, on an

average, every one of their members gave

to missionary objects 4s. 6d. per annum,

while in England, the average was only
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1¾d. per head, or perhaps this year, when

more liberality had been exercised, 2d. or

2½d.  The rev. gentleman then spoke of

Canadian congregational preachers, saying

that those who were brought up to take

their place amongst that body were invari-

ably young men of fervent-piety, great zeal,

and sound education, equal in this latter

point to ministers at home.  With respect

to their piety and zeal, they had need of

these qualifications, for they were educated

side by side with those who were intended

for legal, medical, and mercantile profes-

sions, in every one of which success—

wealth, was certain.  Yet these things did

not tempt these young men; they knew

them, but at the same time they could give

them up—give them up for a toilsome life

in the ministry, with the prospect at best

of emoluments varying from £35 to £70

per annum, 16s. to the pound.  Then again,

in Canada, they were not in the habit of

encouraging people to build chapels before

they could be paid for; indeed, many of

them would not join in opening a chapel

while a debt was hanging over it.  On this

subject, the speaker told some anecdotes that

well illustrated the zeal and industry which

the congregational churches in Canada

brought to bear in erecting places suitable

for the decent worship of God; and, on

account of their zeal in this and all things;

the efforts they made to help themselves,
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yet which were not sufficient for their help

he appealed to their brethren and friends

in England to assist them somewhat if they

could.  The rev. gentleman then said, that

the labors of the congregational churches of

Canada were eminently successful.  In

September, 1852, he had visited a pastor

of a district church, and had found that

man in the greatest depression from family

misfortune, and the gloom which hung over

the interests of the religion he preached.

In 1853, he had paid that man another

visit, and had found all things changed.  The

spirit of God had been with him in the min-

istry, fifty-five persons had joined his

church, and before he (the speaker) left,

75 had joined.  It was thus all over;

they made no great noise, but the reli-

gion they preached was spreading through

the country.  At one place where the

speaker had found himself last year, a

revival had taken place, nineteen had be-

come members of the church, eight more

followed them, and the last account stated

that 500 had been converted to God.  Per-

haps when they heard these things Eng-

lishmen would help them, and perhaps

not; but at any rate God would.  Mr.

Ward gave a deeply interesting account of

the missions to the Indians and Negroes,

and especially of the self-denying labors of

Mr. Raven, ‘a man of great piety, zeal,

liberality, and energy,’ at [Colpoy’s Bay.]
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Then, the poor Negroes who had escaped

from the States had to be taught the prin-

ciples of that religion, which in the States

they heard so little of, and the slaveocrats

had to be shown what men those could be

whom they had degraded.  The speaker

here made another eloquent appeal in favor

of the missions he represented, and resumed

his seat.


