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   During the last few weeks, much had been said re-

specting the late decision of Judge Taney.  There are

many who have approved of it from their regard for

slavery; while others object to it as an outrage upon

the Constitution and common humanity.  Some pa-

pers go so far as to declare that we may look in vain

for a similar decision in any civilized country.  With-

out wishing to occupy time, he (Mr. Remond) would

only say, that he held this decision to be in close

keeping with the original design, spirit, and purpose

of the American Constitution.  It is in perfect accord-

ance with the usages of the American Government,

from its formation to the present time.  With these,

the decision is consistent, and he had no fault to find

with it.  Now, let it be borne in mind, (said Mr. R.,)

that while I believe the decision to be consistent with

the spirit and purpose of the framers of the American

Constitution, I am not here to concur in it, but to

say that I hold the decision, and the men who made

it, in inexpressible contempt.  If there is one man

more fitting than another to be a hewer of wood and

a drawer of water—more fitting to have the initials of

a master’s name branded into his cheek—to live out

the most miserable existence fated to a human being;

if there is a man who, in the language of Byron,

should ‘not find a shelter in the wilderness, a home

on earth, a grave in the dust, nor receive a blessing

from heaven, but who deserves a resting-place in hell

itself’—that man is Judge Taney.  To this extent I

am in unison with that celebrity, and in harmony

with his decision—no farther.  ‘NO UNION WITH

SLAVEHOLDERS’—the motto of this Society—I hold to

be coincident with the idea of a dissolution of the

Union; and I have no higher or holier mission here
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than to labor to accomplish this object, as the only

means of saving the American people, and the only

institutions in our land worth saving.  It matters little

whether we have one railroad or a hundred; whether

we shall have one bank or a thousand; whether

American genius shall be recognised in Great Britain;

whether American literature shall be felt on the Conti-

nent of Europe; whether American seamen, as against

British seamen, shall make the most rapid passages

across the Atlantic; or whether American generals

shall out-general French generals.  But it does mat-

ter whether the American Revolution shall ever be

completed; and whether those monuments, erected to

mark the spot where men bled and died for liberty,

shall be so many insults to the poor and oppressed of

this land, or whether they shall be monuments around

which shall cluster a pure Democracy and a genuine

Christianity.

   We are here to urge the claims of the oppressed of

the land, though they may be as ignorant as Hotten-

tots, or as barbarous as the barbarians of Barbary.—

The time is coming when the glowing picture of the

American Union and American patriotism, so beauti-

fully and eloquently drawn by such men as Webster,

Seward, and Everett, will be scouted as it deserves to

be.

   When Mr. Phillips declared that, among the ob-

stacles to the Anti-Slavery cause, the most prominent

was prejudice against color—who will deny it?  Why

is not the Northern press a convert?  Simply because it

is fashionable to regard colored men as objects to be

despised.

   Mr. R. said he was glad the Union is in jeop-
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ardy; that such men as Choate, Winthrop, and oth-

ers of the same clan, had lost their own liberty in

contempt of his; that freedom is prostrate in Kansas;

and he hoped that Toombs would soon be seen in

Boston, cracking his whip, not over the heads of black

men, but of living white men and women; for then

the chains of the black slave will be broken.  He was

glad that the richest man in Boston dare not go to

Charleston, South Carolina.  In Washington, New-

foundland dogs have, in some cases, been trained to

carry the mail from one point of the city to another,

while it is against the law for a negro to touch the

reigns of horses used for that purpose!  Not long since,

a gentleman remarked that he should like to see me

in the streets of Charleston, for he should be likely to

see some fun.  But, said I, ‘Go there yourself, and

act as a freeman should, and I shall see some fun also.’—

His wife, who was present, said that was too true.

Not long since, while travelling there, her husband

dare not record upon the books of the hotel the name

of the State to which he belonged!  If a merchant of

the old aristocratic Bay State dare not write Massa-

chusetts under his name in Charleston, don’t tell me

there are not others interested in the cause of Anti-

Slavery besides the black man!

   Mr. R. said he had not strength to extend his re-

marks.  He would simply say, that if there was a

person within the sound of his voice, whose mind was

not made up as to his duty with reference to the Anti-

Slavery cause as promulgated from this platform, and

seen in the resolutions presented for our considera-

tion, let that person go South, and endeavor to carry

out that idea of human liberty expressed in the
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Declaration of Independence; and if he don’t see the

necessity of adopting the motto, ‘NO UNION WITH

SLAVEHOLDERS,’ though I were an angel of light, he

would not be convinced.


