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   Mr. REMOND (who, on coming forward, was warmly

applauded) said that he had come up from Salem for the

purpose of attending that meeting, and he hoped this

fact would be accepted as a slight indication of the in-

terest he felt in the anti-slavery cause, and as a testi-

mony that he shared in the feelings which had called

that large assembly together.  To effect this reform in

the matter of school rights had required a great deal

of self-sacrifice and the performance of much drudgery,

and he was glad that his friend Nell had been called here

to receive these testimonials at the hands of his colored

friends for the work he had performed.

   He thanked God for this occasion, and took courage.

He regarded it as one indication that the colored people

were beginning to understand the necessity of adhasive-

ness and consistency—qualities in which, he thought,

they had hitherto been lamentably deficient.  The day

that should witness union among the colored people

would witness strength among them, and a general vic-

tory, not only over prejudice but over slavery.  (Loud

cheers.)

   But while they had come up there to congratulate

each other on the victory they had achieved, they should

be careful to make it understood that they were not yet

satisfied with the state of things in Massachusetts.

While he admitted, with Mr. Phillips, that this victory

afforded a basis for further efforts, he should continue

to feel uneasy in his native State while there was a sin-

gle act of proscription on the part of the white people

against the colored people.  They must bear in mind

that they were yet excluded from the jury box; and he

hoped that the colored people of Boston and of the State

would commence a new agitation, and not allow it to

cease until colored men are seated in the jury box,—at
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least, on every occasion when a colored man is to be

tried.  (Prolonged cheering.)  In England, when a for-

eigner was put on trial in a court of justice, one half of

the jury were composed of foreigners.  They ought to

insist here that when a colored man was tried, one half

of the jury should also be colored.

   There were certain things which, Mr. Remond said,

he wanted the colored people to do, whether the whites

desired it or not.  They had been accustomed to refer to

the judgment of their white friends; but there were cer-

tain questions, upon which the judgment of the colored

man was the best, because the peculiarity of his position

better fitted him to understand them.

   Mr. R. said he hoped that when they left that house,

they would go away with a firm resolution that where-

ever there was a difficult duty to be performed in the

anti-slavery cause, they would assist in its performance,

as well as rejoice in the hour of triumph.  And when

they should do this, they would strengthen the hands

and hearts of their white friends.  He had no sympathy

with the plea that was now made by some, that the col-

ored people should take their cause into their own

hands.  He held that the anti-slavery cause was as

much the cause of the white man as of the colored man,

for the moment a white man become thoroughly identi-

fied with the cause, he was subjected to the same odium

and the same insults as the colored man.  He trusted he

should live to see the day when the last shackle should

fall from the last slave in this country; but he should

not see it until greater sacrifices were made by the col-

ored people,—until they should learn to value that

which was valuable.  A great work was yet before them;

and they should resolve to do their duty, and if the
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white man attempted to brow-beat them, let them stand

up before him; and if he was determined to drive rough

shod over them and their rights, let them, like the

Athenian youth, throw themselves under the wheels of

his chariot, resolved rather to die in the spirit of free-

men than live slaves.  (Loud applause.)

   Some twenty years experience in the anti-slavery

cause had taught him one thing—to try and be satisfied

with his native country, believing that truth, right and

liberty will yet prevail.  It would be a burning shame,

after what the colored people had suffered in this coun-

try, if they should turn their backs upon it.  They

ought rather to remain here, to demand their rights,

and testify to all the world that, with the recognition of

those rights, they dare do all that other men dare do.

There was a time when he took a pride in the patriot-

ism of colored men in the early history of this country;

but he thought now they made a mistake in fighting for

the country at that time, and he thought that, if there

should be a war now, it would be a mistake for the col-

ored people to take part in it, except on condition that

all their rights were granted to them.

   Mr. R. said he longed to see the day when it would

no longer be possible for any man or woman to point to

pro-slavery colored churches, and to the spirit of col-

ored women who send their children to pro-slavery

schools, as evidences of inconsistency on their part.

When these things could no longer be said of the people

of color, a great work would be done for the overthrow

of American slavery.  No pro-slavery Committee or

anti-slavery Committee would then extend an invita-

tion to slaveholders to address a respectable audience

in the city of Boston.  He wanted it understood that
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the colored people regarded such things as insults to

them, whatever the motive might be.  He wanted anti-

slavery to become so radical throughout the State, that

if the slaveholder came here, he should not be invited

to address public audiences, or feasted and toasted in

private, but should be obliged to sneak through the

community, lest it should be known that he was a slave-

holder.  (Prolonged cheering.)  When this should be

the case, he should feel that they were approaching that

day which was to witness the deliverance of the slave

from his chains.

   In making these remarks, Mr. Remond said he did so

in no invidious spirit towards any Committee.  He

wanted the slaveholder made disreputable in the com-

munity where colored people lived; and it was in their

power so to act, that any Committee would consider it

an insult to their intelligence and patriotism to invite

the slaveholder into their midst.

   In conclusion, Mr. Remond said—‘Mr. President,

the colored people in Boston must resolve to take more

anti-slavery newspapers; they must resolve to contri-

bute more dollars; they must resolve to honor those

who devote themselves to their cause; they must resolve

to make common cause with those who are laboring in

their behalf, and then the work will be comparatively

light, and we shall accomplish it the sooner.  I look

over England, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, and

I see those who consider themselves down-trodden, in

each and all of those countries, taking advantage of the

present agitation on the great question of liberty or sla-

very, and resolving to do more than before to secure

their emancipation.  Let the colored people of this coun-

try be but united under a common principle of action,
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and resolved zealously to labor in its behalf, and all will

yet be well.’  (Loud applause.)


