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   Mr. WILLIAM HOWARD DAY, a gentleman from Canada, who was received with great 

applause, proposed the next resolution, which was, “That the cotton famine, as well as 

innumerable other evils, being the direct consequence of disregard by the Anglo-Saxon 

races of the rights of the African, this meeting views with peculiar satisfaction all mea- 

sures that will tend to combine restitution to the African, with the successful organisation 

of the trade in cotton—the great African staple—and pledges its support to the African- 

Aid Society in its endeavours to bring about so desirable a result.”  The speaker said the 

North, had they been so disposed, could have put down slavery long ago.  (Hear, hear.) 

By abolishing the Slave Laws the Northern States wold become entirely free States, and 

be as safe a refuge for the slaves as Canada; but the North would never decree liberty to 

the negroes until they were forced.  He looked for the liberty of the slaves to come in 

one or two ways.  He looked for it first, because GOD had implanted the spirit of liberty 

so strong in all that He had made.  He looked forward to the time when the slaves would 

rise as one man, and take the liberty they have been deprived of.  (Cheers.)  Unless they 

did rise it would be the most unnatural thing in the world.  The African-Aid Society 

was formed to get the slaves who had escaped to Canada to go to Africa; and there, with 

the light of God’s truth in one hand, and political economy in the other, try to lift up 

their brother black men.  (Applause.)  The Africans were found to be an industrious 

race; and only wanted pioneers to show them how to work the cotton, and the escaped 

slaves were just the people that were wanted.  If the blockade in America were broken it 

did not settle the question whether we were always to have cotton.  (Hear, hear.)  As 

regarded the commissioners themselves, he did not care if they were given up, as Mr. 

Mason was the author of the abominable “Fugitive Slave Bill,” they had heard so much 

about.  [The learned gentleman concluded with an eloquent peroration and sat down 

amidst loud and long continued cheering.]  
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