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   Wm. Howard Day, M. A., having been called upon pointed out the necessity for 

an active anti-slavery organization in this country, as was so well expressed by the 

Chairman, to keep the heart of the English people warm upon the subject of human 

bondage.  *     *     By the production of cotton slavery began to be a power. 

So that as the cotton interest increased the testimony of the Church decreased. 

Cotton now is three-fifths of the production of the South.  So that the Hon. Amasa 

Walker, formerly Republican Secretary of State for the State of Massachusetts, at 

the meeting held in London, August 1st, 1859, and presided over by Lord Brougham, 

really expressed the whole truth when he said—“While cotton is fourteen cents 

per pound slavery will never end.”  Now we propose to break the back of 

this monopoly in America by raising in Africa—in the African’s own home— 

as well as in the West Indies, cotton of the same quality as the American, 

and at a cheaper rate.  It had been demonstrated by Mr. Clegg, of Manchester, 

that cotton of superior quality could be laid down at Liverpool cheaper from 

Africa than America.  We have sent my friend, Dr. Delany, to see what Africa 

is, and he will tell you the results—so very favourable—of his exploration.  Then 

we feel that we have in Canada the coloured men to pioneer the way—men 

reared among the cotton of the United States, and who have found an asylum 

among us. The bone and sinew is in Africa—we wish to give it direction.  We wish 

thereby to save to England millions of pounds by the difference in price between 

the two cottons; we wish to ward off the blow to England which must be felt by 

four millions of people interested in the article to be produced if an untimely frost 

or an insurrection should take place—and, above all, to lift up Africa by means of 

her own children.  After speaking of the organization among the coloured people, 

which sent out Dr. Delany, and of which Mr. Day is president, he said one of the 

means to secure these ends was the establishment of a press upon a proper footing 

in Canada among the fugitive slaves; and to collect for that is now his especial 

work.  It would aid powerfully, it was hoped, in another way.  Already American 

prejudice has rolled in upon the borders of Canada—so that school-house doors are 

closed in the faces of coloured children, and coloured men denied a place upon 

juries merely because of their colour.  It was with difficulty that last year even in 

Canada they were able to secure the freedom of a kidnapped little boy who was being 

dragged through the province to be sold in the slave-mart of St. Louis.  In view of 

all these points, hastily presented, he asked the good will and active aid of all the 

friends of liberty. 

 
 
 
 

 


