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                          [Prayer having been offered, the Chair was taken

by the Right Hon. Lord ASHLEY, M. P., who briefly introduced Mr.

Crummell to the Meeting, and stated the object in view.]

   Mr. CRUMMEL then said—It was the request of several individuals that

he should state the reasons for his coming to England to obtain funds

for his church, and at the same time give an account of the civil and spiritual

condition of the negro race in the United States.  There were in the

American Union 3,400,000 persons of his race.  Of these, 3,000,000 were

slaves, who were bought and sold like cattle.  They were poorly fed and

clothed.  They were whipped and scourged.  Families were separated.  They

were overworked.  Their mental improvement was forbidden by laws of a

most stringent character.  In all the slave States severe laws were passed

against instructing them, and in the state of Louisiana it was made a capital

offence.  Their spiritual welfare was uncared for; in many parts of the slave

States, there were hundreds and thousands of slaves, who, according to the

representations of southern ministers, were literally and absolutely heathen,

and who had never heard of the plan of salvation through a Redeemer.

Besides the 3,000,000 in slavery, there were 400,000 black and coloured people

in a state of freedom.  In the southern States their condition was but little

removed from that of the enslaved.  About 200,000 of the free people of

colour lived in the slave States; and the laws prohibiting their instruction

were just the same as those which prevented the instruction of their brethren

in bonds.  It might be supposed that in the United States a free man would

be a free man.  But unfortunately it was not so if he happened to have a

black face.  In Brazil, in the Levant, in the French West India Islands, &c.,

when a negro became relieved from the yoke of slavery, he rose immediately

to the condition of equality, and to the attainment of an unrestrained man-

hood.  But in his own country, he was sorry to say, it was different.

There was a wide gulf between the two races in that country.  The

white race entertained and cherished a strong dislike to their brethren

of a darker hue, and carried out a spirit of exclusion of the most

perfect and universal character.  Caste, as strong as any that ever

existed in India, met the coloured man in every relation of life.  It was a

spirit of perfect exclusion.  It kept their children from the workshops of

mechanics, and prevented them from learning traces, because white appren-

tices would not work with coloured lads.  It kept them from the cabins of
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steam-boats, and drove them to the negro cars on railroads.  It excluded them

from the common schools, academies, and colleges.  It is asked whether

Christian people entertained these feelings, and acted in this manner?  He

had not come to England to make complaints against any portion of the

Christian Church; or to render odious the character of any of the religionists

of this country.  He came on a mission of benevolence and Christian charity

for his own people; but, sorry as he was to say it, the spirit of caste prevails

as strongly among religionists in America, as among any other class of

persons.  In the churches negro-pews were stuck up in obscure places for

the black and coloured people.  At the celebration of the Holy Communion, the

black had to wait until their white fellow-sinners had first communicated.  The

Seminaries of the Church were shut upon them, and black men had been

subjected to Church censures for presuming to apply for admission to them.

This, in general terms, was the condition of his race, and the treatment they

received; of course there were exceptions.  Honourable and distinguished

bishops, ministers, and laymen, ofttimes opposed these practices and principles

Some of these, in his own Church, were known in this country.  But this

spirit was the almost universal one.

   Mr. Crummell then proceeded to say, that in consequence of this state of

things, education and religion were in a very low state among his brethren.

He gave it as his deliberate opinion that of the whole 3,400,000 of his race in

the United States, there were not 100,000 under either religious or mental

instruction—not 100,000 who were receiving the least intellectual advantages,

or who were placed under the influence of the Gospel of Christ.  Many of the

African ministers in the southern States could not read a single sentence in the

Bible; while in the northern, so limited were their means of education that he

and most of his brethren were but partially prepared for the ministry.  In

relation to his Church, Mr. C. said, that it was the second Episcopal

Church in New York for black and coloured people.  It was started some ten

years since by one of his wardens, a black man, Mr. John Peterson, under the

name of St. Matthew’s Church.  It had had one minister, the Rev. J.G. De

Grasse, a coloured young man.  But he, unwilling to endure this universal

prejudice, had left for the West Indies.  The same state of things had induced

the Rev. Mr. Jones (whom they had heard at the Anniversary of the Church

Missionary Society) to seek another field, and a more genial atmosphere.
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From untoward circumstances the services of this congregation had ceased

two or three different times, through poverty, want of a minister, &c.  They

had worshipped always in hired rooms.  About three years since he was called

to the ministry of that Church.  Frequent efforts had been made to secure a

church edifice at home, but without success.  His own people (mostly poor

servants) could not build one.  His white brethren would not.  In this

extremity he was forced to come to England, to ask aid in their behalf.  There

was no other country to which he could go, no other people to whom he could

appeal.  When the vessel in which he embarked left the port, if she had gone

to France, or Germany, or Italy, he could not have succeeded in his object in

either of those countries.  The only country which felt any interest, as a

country, in extending the Gospel—the only country which cares for the

interests, the elevation, and the enlightening of the negro race—is this country.

If he failed in his appeal in this country, he must leave his people, and go to

another land, and they must give up their design, and a most needy and

neglected people must be forsaken.

   Mr. C. said he was anxious to remain with his brethren in the United

States, and help to rebuild them; and he stood ready to suffer anything, and

make any sacrifices, so that he might be one of the humblest agents in

elevating his brethren, raising them above degradation, and breaking down

the barriers of hindrance, which now prevented their temporal and spiritual

progress.  Mr. Crummell concluded by the observation that efforts of this

kind for the spiritual good of the coloured people in the Untied States, were

of importance, not only to the black man, but likewise to the white.  They

would exert a most happy influence upon both races, and upon our common

Christianity in that land.  Notwithstanding some of the singularly excellent

features of American Christianity, and some of the peculiar phases of America

character, yet, unfortunately, the Christianity of his country lacked the great

element of humanity.  It needed a stronger presence of the idea of brotherhood.

It was his firm conviction that this same African race, despised and scourned o

men—they, and they alone, could furnish this needed element to the religion

and civilization of that country.  They both would remain unhealthy and

incomplete, until the negro race were raised up and received as brethren.

No earnest professions of love to God, no zeal for the heathen, would suffice.
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The condition of a pure, healthy, full-formed Christianity in America, mani-

festing alike love to God and love to man, was involved in the future con-

dition and the full recognition of his down-trodden brethren.  This he felt

assured was the providence of God.  For God chose the foolish things of the

world, and the weak, and the base things of the world, and the things which

are despised, yea even things which are not—nothings, to confound the things

that are.  And so it appeared his will that that wretched people should ever

be the criterion of American religion.  They were to rise up and furnish in

their own distresses, in their amelioration, in their enlightenment, the needed

element of humanity to the Christianity of America, and of brotherhood to

the civilization thereof; and until that took place, the Christianity of

his country would never meet with a full and a healthy expression.

And thus in helping in this and other cases to lift up and elevate

and spiritualize the black man in America, English Christians were

subserving the common cause of our holy religion and our common Saviour;

doing a good work for their own kin on the other side of the water, as well

as elevating the degraded people of colour.  But, in order to this end, the

negro race need the means and appliances essential to such high purposes.

Their most absolute need is spiritual culture and Christian churches; and he

hoped and trusted that God would dispose the benevolent, sympathizing, and

Christian-minded people in this country to listen to the appeal of his congre-

gation, and enable them to erect a temple in which to worship Almighty God,

reclaim the hosts of sinful wandering ones around them, and rear up their

children in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord.”


