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   MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—It is now

five years since I had the pleasure and the privilege of

addressing a Boston audience.  Since I was last here,

many changes have taken place.  The Fugitive Slave

Law has been enacted, and the soil of Massachusetts,

which was dedicated to liberty in 1776, has become

the hunting-ground of the slaveholder.  This is in-

deed the martyr age for America.  We hear American

orators on every Fourth of July talk of our glorious

Revolution; but the revolution that was commenced

seventy years ago is yet to be finished.  The streets of

Boston, through which Hancock, Adams, Otis and War-

ren walked, and the ground made sacred to freedom by

the tread of their feet, have been polluted by the foot-

print of the slave-catcher from the South.  Thomas

Sims and Anthony Burns have been torn from the al-

tar of freedom, and taken back to be worked, lashed

and scourged on a Southern plantation, to satisfy the

unfeeling men of the South.  New territory has been

thrown open to slavery, that it may spread and gain

influence.  Yes, slavery has received a license to run

wild on the virgin soil of Nebraska and Kansas; and

now our Southern masters are looking towards Cuba

and Hayti.  That they will eventually have Cuba, I

have not the slightest doubt; but let us hope that St.

Domingo will not be polluted by the footprint of an

American slave.  If the Haytians still retain the spirit

that animated the head and heart of Toussaint L’Ou-

verture and his companions, I feel certain that slavery

will not be reinstated on the first soil pressed by the feet

of Columbus in the New World.  When Napoleon’s ex-

pedition neared St. Domingo, in 1798, Toussaint, the

great negro chief, viewed it from his mountain-tops,

and said, ‘France sends her troops here to put the
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chains again on our limbs.  But not France, with all

her troops of the Rhine, the Alps, the Nile, the Tiber,

nor all Europe to help her, can extinguish the soul

of Africa.  That soul, when once the soul of a man,

and no longer that of a slave, can overthrow the pyra-

mids and the Alps themselves, sooner than be crushed

down into slavery.’  These bold words of Toussaint

were most ably backed by Christophe Clavaux, and

that great, good, bad man, Dessalines.  When  Chris-

tophe was summoned to surrender the city of Port au

Prince, he replied, ‘Go tell your General that the

French shall march here only over ashes, and that the

ground shall burn beneath their feet.’  To a second de-

mand, he replied, ‘The decision of arms can admit you

only into a city of ashes, and even on these ashes I will

fight still.’  Then, my friends, let us hope that these

words, spoken half a century ago for freedom, have not

been forgotten.  I trust and believe, that when the

people of St. Domingo shall be called on to defend

their rights, they will be found worthy representatives

of the men who drove the French from the island fifty

years ago.  The past, we are told, is the clue to the fu-

ture, and the wisest prophet is he who reads most at-

tentively the page of history.  If this be true, then it

will be well for the slaveholders of this blood-stained

Union not to attempt to reenslave the only free and in-

dependant government of colored people in existence.

   While Slavery has been gaining ground in America,

Liberty has been marching onward in Great Britain.

Since the day that Magna Charta was wrung from the

iron hands of King John, down to the present, Liberty

has been progressing in the British empire.  The serfs

throughout England were emancipated in 1574.  Two
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centuries afterwards, Granville Sharpe gained for the

cause of freedom, through his servant, Summerset, the

decision that has rendered the soil of Britain sacred to

liberty.  England has abolished the slave trade, and

set her own islands free; and her people now sympa-

thise with the down-trodden of this land.  Yes, monar-

chical England has done that which Republican Ameri-

ca refuses to do for humanity.  The people of Britain

feel much for the bondmen of this country.  They

should feel, and they have a right to speak.  You have

received from them every thing good that you have—

your good laws, your education, your books, your lite-

rature of every kind, your religion, and even your very

lives.  Why not go on, and copy her in abolishing negro

slavery?  The English people have a right to advise you

on this subject, and you should not feel yourselves too

great to take this advice.  Neither should you be

ashamed to cease doing wrong when it is pointed out

to you.

   It affords me delight to hear, in this meeting, the

names pronounced of that circle of tried and true

friends with whom it was my privilege to cooperate in

promoting the cause of the oppressed and down-trod-

den, and also to testify to the beneficial influence of

Mrs. Stowe’s mission, and the belief entertained in its

good results upon those for whom the funds were con-

tributed.

   My opportunities for becoming acquainted with the

institutions of Great Britain have been greater than al-

most any other American, white or colored.  I have

travelled through nearly every town, village and ham-

let in the United Kingdom; and not once, during my

sojourn of five years, was I ever insulted on account of
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my complexion.  When the colored man gets from un-

der the stars and stripes, he is beyond the influence of

that withering and biting prejudice that is to be found

throughout these United States.  No matter whether

walking on the banks of the Rhine, the Seine, the

Thames, or the Clyde, my manhood has always been ac-

knowledged.  But I no sooner landed in America, than

I again felt the effects of this prejudice.  [Here Mr.

Brown narrated some telling incidents on the subject

of prejudice.]

   Notwithstanding all this, he added, though in Eng-

land there was every inducement for his remaining, he

preferred to return home, and share the suffering with

his brethren, and the labors of those pledged to their

deliverance.

   In conclusion, Mr. Brown said, that though he was

depressed at the pro-slavery tone and action of the gov-

vernment, he felt as though the motto of anti-slavery

was ‘upward and onward;’ and he believed the time

would come, when, instead of being there to welcome

one who had been born a slave and was enfranchised

by British gold, they would welcome those who had

been enfranchised by law and the feeling of the people.


