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   Mr. Bell then arose.  He was much

pleased with Victoria, the place and the

people, but more so with the latter than

the former, although he could say nothing

in disparagement of Victoria:  he was

highly gratified with the flattering recep-

tion he had received, and his visit to Vic-

toria, and the present opportunity of meet-

ing his friends, would be ever treasured in

his memory as one of the most pleasing

episodes of his life.

   He then alluded to the present position

of the colored people of Victoria and their

future prospects, in political, social and bu-

siness aspects:  he hoped they would unite

upon principle on political subjects, but

not so as to isolate themselves from the

community, nor form party based on com-

plexional distinctions.  UNION was not

isolation; let political union be for the

good of their adopted country.

   He then referred to the importance of

newspapers and the necessity of having an

organ on this coast, to advocate our rights

and make known our wrongs.  The PACIFIC

APPEAL, although small, had exercised great

influence in California, and he doubted not

but its influence was felt here.  He stated

that he was not authorized to procure sub-

scribers, as his visit was wholly one of

pleasure, to see the country, and commune

once more with a few old friends; but feel-

ing still an interest in the PACIFIC APPEAL,
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he would make that one of the objects of

his visit.  He also said that several inqui-

ries had been made in reference to the An-

glo-African of New York; if any persons

wished to subscribe for that journal, he

would receive their subscriptions[.]
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